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official number of the vessel is visible
on the surface of the water.

(b) Bottom-tending fixed gear, in-
cluding, but not limited to gillnets or
longline gear, must be marked so that
the westernmost end (measuring the
half compass circle from magnetic
south through west to, and including,
north) of the gear displays a standard
12-inch (30.5-cm) tetrahedral corner
radar reflector and a pennant posi-
tioned on a staff at least 6 ft (1.8 m)
above the buoy. The easternmost end
(meaning the half compass circle from
magnetic north through east to, and
including, south) of the gear need dis-
play only the standard 12-inch (30.5-cm)
tetrahedral radar reflector positioned
in the same way.

(c) Continuous gillnets must not ex-
ceed 6,600 ft (2,011.7 m) between the end
buoys.

(d) In the GOM/GB regulated mesh
area specified in § 648.80(a), gillnet gear
set in an irregular pattern or in any
way that deviates more than 30° from
the original course of the set must be
marked at the extremity of the devi-
ation with an additional marker, which
must display two or more visible
streamers and may either be attached
to or independent of the gear.

§ 648.85 Flexible Area Action System.

(a) The Chair of the Multispecies
Oversight Committee, upon learning of
the presence of discard problems asso-
ciated with large concentrations of ju-
venile, sublegal, or spawning multispe-
cies, shall determine if the situation
warrants further investigation and pos-
sible action. In making this determina-
tion, the Committee Chair shall con-
sider the amount of discard of regu-
lated species, the species targeted, the
number and types of vessels operating
in the area, the location and size of the
area, and the resource condition of the
impacted species. If he/she determines
it is necessary, the Committee Chair
will request the Regional Adminis-
trator to initiate a fact finding inves-
tigation to verify the situation and
publish notification in the FEDERAL
REGISTER requesting public comments
in accordance with the procedures
therefor in Amendment 3 to the NE
Multispecies FMP.

(b) After examining the facts, the Re-
gional Administrator shall, within the
deadlines specified in Amendment 3,
provide the technical analysis required
by Amendment 3.

(c) The NEFMC shall prepare an eco-
nomic impact analysis of the potential
management options under consider-
ation within the deadlines specified in
Amendment 3.

(d) Copies of the analysis and reports
prepared by the Regional Adminis-
trator and the NEFMC shall be made
available for public review at the
NEFMC’s office and the Committee
shall hold a meeting/public hearing, at
which time it shall review the analysis
and reports and request public com-
ments. Upon review of all available
sources of information, the Committee
shall determine what course of action
is warranted by the facts and make a
recommendation, consistent with the
provisions of Amendment 3 to the Re-
gional Administrator.

(e) By the deadline set in Amendment
3 the Regional Administrator shall ei-
ther accept or reject the Committee’s
recommendation. If the recommended
action is consistent with the record es-
tablished by the fact-finding report,
impact analysis, and comments re-
ceived at the public hearing, he/she
shall accept the Committee’s rec-
ommendation and implement it
through notification in the FEDERAL
Register and by notice sent to all ves-
sel owners holding multispecies per-
mits. The Regional Administrator shall
also use other appropriate media, in-
cluding, but not limited to, mailings to
the news media, fishing industry asso-
ciations and radio broadcasts, to dis-
seminate information on the action to
be implemented.

(f) Once implemented, the Regional
Administrator shall monitor the af-
fected area to determine if the action
is still warranted. If the Regional Ad-
ministrator determines that the cir-
cumstances under which the action was
taken, based on the Regional Adminis-
trator’s report, the NEFMC’s report,
and the public comments, are no longer
in existence, he/she shall terminate the
action by notification in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

(g) Actions taken under this section
will ordinarily become effective upon
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the date of filing with the Office of the
Federal Register. The Regional Admin-
istrator may determine that facts war-
rant a delayed effective date.

§ 648.86 Possession restrictions.

Except as provided in § 648.17, the fol-
lowing possession restrictions apply:

(a) Haddock—(1) NE multispecies DAS
vessels. (i) Except as provided in para-
graphs (a)(1)(ii) and (iii) of this section,
a vessel that is fishing under a NE
multispecies DAS may land or possess
on board up to 1,000 lb (453.6 kg) of had-
dock provided it has at least one stand-
ard tote on board. Haddock on board a
vessel subject to this possession limit
must be separated from other species of
fish and stored so as to be readily
available for inspection.

(ii) During the period May 1, 1998,
through August 31, 1998, a vessel may
land up to 1,000 lb (453.6 kg) of haddock
per DAS fished, or any part of a DAS
fished, up to 10,000 lb (4,536.0 kg) per
trip. Haddock on board a vessel subject
to this landing limit must be separated
from other species of fish and stored so
as to be readily available for inspec-
tion.

(iii) Beginning September 1, 1998,
through April 30, 1999, unless otherwise
specified in this paragraph, a vessel
may land up to 3,000 lb (1,360.8 kg) of
haddock per DAS fished, or any part of
a DAS fished, up to 30,000 lb (13,608 kg)
per trip. When the Regional Adminis-
trator projects that 7.9 million lb (3,598
mt) will be harvested, NMFS will pub-
lish a notification in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER that on a specific date the limit
will be reduced to either the 1,000 lb
(453.6 kg) per trip possession limit re-
striction specified in paragraph (a)(1)(i)
of this section, or the 1,000 lb (453.6 kg)
per DAS fished, 10,000 lb (4,536.0 kg)
maximum, landing limit restriction
specified in paragraph (a)(1)(ii) of this
section, depending on the risk of ex-
ceeding the target TAC. Haddock on
board a vessel subject to this landing
limit must be separated from other
species of fish and stored so as to be
readily available for inspection.

(2) Scallop dredge vessels. (i) No person
owning or operating a scallop dredge
vessel issued a multispecies permit
may land haddock from, or possess

haddock on board, a scallop dredge ves-
sel, from January 1 through June 30.

(ii) No person owning or operating a
scallop dredge vessel without a multi-
species permit may possess haddock in,
or harvested from, the EEZ, from Janu-
ary 1 through June 30.

(iii) From July 1 through December
31, scallop dredge vessels or persons
owning or operating a scallop dredge
vessel that is fishing under a scallop
DAS allocated under § 648.53 may land
or possess on board up to 300 lb (136.1
kg) of haddock provided that the vessel
has at least one standard tote on board.
This restriction does not apply to ves-
sels issued NE multispecies Combina-
tion Vessel permits that are fishing
under a multispecies DAS. Haddock on
board a vessel subject to this posses-
sion limit must be separated from
other species of fish and stored so as to
be readily available for inspection.

(b) Cod—(1) Landing limit from May 1,
1998, through April 30, 2001. (i) Except as
provided in paragraph (b)(1)(ii) and
(b)(2) of this section, and subject to the
cod landing limit call-in provision
specified at § 648.10(f)(3)(i), a vessel fish-
ing under a NE multispecies DAS may
land up to 700 lb (317.5 kg) of cod per
DAS, or any part of a DAS, unless oth-
erwise specified in this paragraph. Ves-
sels calling-out of the multispecies
DAS program under § 648.10(c)(3) that
have utilized part of a DAS (less than
24 hours) may land up to an additional
700 lb (317.5 kg) of cod for that part of
a DAS; however, such vessels may not
end any subsequent trip with cod on
board within the 24-hour period follow-
ing the beginning of the part of the
DAS utilized (e.g., a vessel that has
called-in to the multispecies DAS pro-
gram at 3 p.m. on a Monday and ends
its trip the next day (Tuesday) at 4
p.m. (accruing a total of 25 hours) may
legally land up to 1,400 lb (635.0 kg) of
cod on such a trip, but the vessel may
not end any subsequent trip with cod
on board until after 3 p.m. on the fol-
lowing day (Wednesday)). When the Re-
gional Administrator projects that 892
mt will be harvested, NMFS will pub-
lish a notification in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER that on a specific date the limit
will be reduced to a specified amount
between 400 lb (181.4 kg) and 700 lb
(317.5 kg) per DAS depending on the
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